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Tribal, or Federal competent authority 
in the originating State that certifies 
that the fish being moved interstate 
originated from a facility that has been 
found free of VHS virus. 

Moved (movement). Shipped, trans-
ported, delivered, or otherwise aided, 
induced, or caused to be moved. 

Person. Any individual, corporation, 
company, association, firm, partner-
ship, society, or joint stock company, 
or other legal entity. 

Secure water source. A biosecure water 
supply that does not contain pathogens 
or has not had the opportunity to be 
contaminated with pathogens. Bio-
secure water supplies include well, 
spring, or borehole water; surface 
water that does not contain fish popu-
lations; or water that has been treated 
to eliminate aquatic animal pathogens. 

State. Any of the 50 States, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the District of Columbia, and 
any territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

State animal health official. The State 
official responsible for livestock, dis-
ease control, and eradication programs. 

VHS-regulated area. Any State or por-
tion of a State listed in accordance 
with § 83.4. 

VHS-regulated fish. Any fish species 
listed in accordance with § 83.4. 

VHS virus. Any North American (type 
IV) strain of viral hemorrhagic septi-
cemia (VHS) virus, a rhabdovirus of 
fish. 

Viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS). A 
disease caused by infection with VHS 
virus. 

§ 83.2 General restrictions. 
Live VHS-regulated fish may not be 

moved interstate from a VHS-regulated 
area except in compliance with this 
part. 

§ 83.3 Interstate movement of live 
VHS-regulated fish species from 
VHS-regulated areas. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) through (e) of this section, live 
VHS-regulated fish, including fish 
moved to live fish markets, may only 
be moved interstate from a VHS-regu-
lated area if the fish originated from a 
facility that has been found free of the 

VHS virus in accordance with § 83.6 and 
the fish are accompanied by an Inter-
state Certificate of Inspection (ICI) 
issued by an accredited veterinarian or 
a State, Tribal, or Federal competent 
authority for aquatic animal health. 

(b) Live VHS-regulated fish may be 
moved interstate directly to a slaugh-
tering establishment provided that: 

(1) The fish are accompanied by a VS 
Form 1–27; 

(2) The fish are transported in sealed 
conveyances; 

(3) The slaughtering establishment 
meets the following conditions: 

(i) The slaughtering establishment 
discharges its waste water to a munic-
ipal sewage system that includes waste 
water disinfection sufficient to neu-
tralize any VHS virus or to either a 
non-discharging settling pond or a set-
tling pond that disinfects, according to 
all applicable local, State, and Federal 
regulations, sufficiently to neutralize 
any VHS virus. 

(ii) Offal, including carcasses, from 
the slaughtering establishment is ei-
ther rendered or composted. 

(4) Any water used to transport the 
fish is disposed of in a municipal sew-
age system that includes waste water 
disinfection sufficient to neutralize 
any VHS virus or to either a non-dis-
charging settling pond or a settling 
pond that disinfects, according to all 
applicable local, State, and Federal 
regulations, sufficiently to neutralize 
any VHS virus. 

(c) Live VHS-regulated fish may be 
moved interstate for research or diag-
nostic purposes provided that: 

(1) The fish are accompanied by a VS 
Form 1–27; 

(2) The fish are transported in sealed 
conveyances; 

(3) The facility that receives the fish 
meets the following conditions: 

(i) The facility discharges its waste 
water to a municipal sewage system 
that includes waste water disinfection 
sufficient to neutralize any VHS virus 
or to either a non-discharging settling 
pond or a settling pond that disinfects, 
according to all applicable local, State, 
and Federal regulations, sufficiently to 
neutralize any VHS virus. 

(ii) Offal, including carcasses, from 
the facility is either rendered or 
composted. 
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